
 

 

Richmond and Barnes Deanery praying together, learning together, working together 

RICHMOND AND BARNES DEANERY SYNOD 
 

Monday 30th September 2024 – 7:30pm 
 

At ST RICHARDS’S, HAM 
Ashburnham Rd, Richmond TW10 7NL 

 
(Coffee/Tea will be available from 7.15pm) 

 
A G E N D A 

 
1 Opening prayers – Rev Simon Coupland. 

2 Hymn. 

3 Introduction and welcome, Rev Alex Barrow (Area Dean).  

4 Minutes of meeting of 22nd May 2024. 

5 "What does Southwark Vision Mean for my Church”. Deputy Diocesan Secretary, 
Jackie Pontin, talks about Southwark Diocese's ten year "Christ-Centred, Outward 
Focussed" plan to sustain and grow the Church throughout the Diocese and how 
that fits in with your church’s mission action plan. With discussion and Q&A. 

6 Eco Deanery update including proposal to endorse the Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty as individuals and churches (see below for full proposal). 

7 Area Dean’s Notices. 

8 AOB 
 

9 Closing Prayer. 

  

https://fossilfueltreaty.org/faith-letter
https://fossilfueltreaty.org/faith-letter


A proposal for the Deanery submitted by Judith Russenberger 

This year as we mark the Season of Creation “Faith leaders…[will] call on followers to 
endorse the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty proposal” (1) 

The Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty is a proposal that there be a ‘concrete, binding 
plan to end the expansion of new coal, oil and gas projects and a managed global 
transition away from fossil fuels’. It would ‘complement the Paris Agreement by 
providing the global roadmap needed to halt the expansion of fossil fuel, manage an 
equitable phase-out of coal, oil and gas, and lay the foundations for a true just energy 
transition in which no worker, community or country is left behind’. Its outcome would 
be to ‘protect people from the threat fossil fuels pose to our climate, our health and our 
future’ (2) 

The proposal can be endorsed by governments, by cities, by organisations, and by 
individuals. To date the treaty has the support of the 12 Pacific and Caribbean states 
and most recently of the nation of Colombia, as well as the World Health Organisation 
and European Parliament. It has been endorsed by cities across six continents - forty five 
in Europe including Copenhagen, Bonn, Greater Paris, Lyon, Amsterdam, Rome, Turin, 
Geneva, Birmingham, Edinburgh and London. 

The treaty has received support from various faith groups, including in the UK the 
Diocese of Carlisle, the Iona Community, Green Christian, St John’s Waterloo, Quakers in 
Britain and Tearfund. It has also been endorsed by 926, 488 (and counting) individuals 
including scientists, Nobel Prize winners, and ordinary people like you and me. 

As humans created by God, we have been tasked by God to till and protect the earth 
and its rich biodiversity (Genesis 2:15) and as followers of Christ we have been taught to 
love our neighbour as ourself - knowing as St Francis eloquently articulated, that these 
our brothers and sisters include all flora and fauna, human and nonhuman alike. 

We are therefore bound by our allegiance to God who is creator, redeemer and 
sustainer, to care for this earth, curtailing the worsening effects of the humanly created 
climate crisis and its destructive impact on lives around the world. We are called to act 
with justice, with mercy and with humility before God. 

Can I Synod invite members to both sign as individuals and to take this same proposal - 
unless it has already been done - to their PCC to as an institution, and their 
congregations as individuals? Thus enabling everyone to have the option of being part 
of this historic treaty and to be actively engaged in marking this Season of Creationtide. 

(1) https://fossilfueltreaty.org/faith-letter 
(2) https://fossilfueltreaty.org/
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